The Hidden by Van Kirk, Audrey
The Prairie Light Review
Volume 12
Number 1 Flourishes Article 15
Fall 12-1-1993
The Hidden
Audrey Van Kirk
College of DuPage
Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.cod.edu/plr
This Artwork is brought to you for free and open access by the College Publications at DigitalCommons@COD. It has been accepted for inclusion in
The Prairie Light Review by an authorized editor of DigitalCommons@COD. For more information, please contact orenick@cod.edu.
Recommended Citation
Van Kirk, Audrey (1993) "The Hidden," The Prairie Light Review: Vol. 12 : No. 1 , Article 15.
Available at: https://dc.cod.edu/plr/vol12/iss1/15
much like that of entering the cold water of a pool for the first time
from a three-meter diving board on a hot Chicago day in August.
As my body spins, I lock my eyes open to keep my sense of reality.
I see the bottom of the plane, the earth, the plane, and then—snap!
My main chute opens. The sudden opening of the main lift chute
yanks me to an abrupt halt. It is the equivalent to a LOG shock to
my body. The blur of everything is instantly brought into focus. I
feel re-bom.
All around me are the dark shadows of other stormtroopers
on their descent to earth. It is a forty-five second ride from 700 feet
to the ground—not that much time. But it seems like an eternity
every time. It is an eerie sight—hundreds of Gargoyles on leathery
wings descending to the countryside. There is nothing like it. I will
never forget how it felt.
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